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By DONALD F. FANN]N

've followed Doug Guetzloe’s career since the 1970s when Doug was student
body president at Florida State University. At that time, young Charlie Crist happened to
be student body vice president, ;

After graduation, Doug Guetzioe successfully pursued a calling to public service
through political activism as an opponent of government waste and corruption, primarily
through the Ax the Tax organization he established and heads.

Charlie Crist chose elective political office as his pathway for public service. Over
the years, he rose steadily through the legislative ranks to statewide office and now, of
course, holds the Florida governorship. 5

T've been impressed by Crist, and by Guetzioe, for the courage, persistence and
optimism each has shown — even at times when the odds against success in facing a
particular issue have seemed virtually insurmountable. Despite their detractors of one sort
or another I've also regarded both men as fundamentally honorable, dedicated to their
separate approaches to public service and worthy of the public’s trust.

Although I've had contact with Guetzloe and Crist for one reason or another over
the years I've never happened to meet either man face-to-face.

On matters of government waste, corruption and the like I've corresponded with
Guetzloe. On matters related to such things as the 1983 abduction, robbery and murder of
my daughter, the death penalty and so forth I've corresponded with Crist.

Most recently, while he was serving as state attorney general, Crist kindly kept an
eye on a development relating to the status of the two men who are serving life terms
imposed for first-degree murder in the killing of my daughter.

From the late 1990s to 2003 -~ when I had an opportunity to engage in a stint of
admittedly fiery, highly-partisan and controversial political writing about government
waste and corruption -- I spoke by telephone with Doug Guetzloe from time to time.
Occasionally, I catled his daily radio program in Otlando to make one point or another.

Largely due to my retirement and changing situation nowadays I have not had
direct contact with Guetzloe in the past three years or so. However, I've continued to
follow his career. :

I've also continued to follow the career of Orange/Osceola State Atty. Lawson
Lamar, who 1 first became aware of in the mid-1970s when -- after years as a newsman --
I worked as a Florida state parole and probation officer stationed in Orlando. Parole and
probation people work daily with the state attomney’s office, the public defender’s office,
judges of the Ninth Judicial Circuit, private attorneys, the jails, court clerks, local
businesses and the like. :
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Lawson Lamar and T most definitely are not pals. However, we do happen to have

In the 19703 Lamar was a young assistant state attorney. In his hopes for higher
office he worked industriously to hold the favor of his mentor, then-State Atty. Robert

and waste has continued under another lifelong political hack, Democrat Buddy Dyer,
who succoeded Glenda Hood as mayor. ,

A commen hepe of ail these political parhsites - and their equally conniving allies
in the communications media and elsewhere throughout the community -- is that Doug
Guetzloe and his Ax the Tax movement finally will be knocked out of action, removed as
rewlmfoesofdiﬂysdlemestogmb - and misuse -- more and more of citizens’ money.

As state attorney Lawson Lamar also is a “gatekeeper” of sorts. With control of
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mmmm&mﬂm&ombdngmeﬂecﬁveplawatﬂﬁsmneMSuch matters as

Bowl stadium..to use public finds to build a. performing arts center in downtown
Orlando...and...to shove down our throats the ongoing, utterly-indefensible scheme to
waste hundreds of millions of dollars on an idiotic, largely-useless, fixed-rail commuter
line — a bottomless money drain that would serve virtually none of the American taxpayers
whowmldbembbedinpﬂ'pewitytopayforit. .

In a piddiing, misdemesnor, election-law pamphleteering case -- filed recently by
Lawson Lamar before the Orange County Court inlOrlando — Doug Guetzloe has pleaded
1o contest in order to speed an appeal. At the dlate level there is a likelihood the case
will be thrown out under the free speech protection| of the U.S. Constitution.
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sickeningly to the political establishment, especially in his unconscionable, astonishing
imposition of & 60-day jail term that now is being held in abeyance during the appeal,

For the benefit of newcomers to the do area it is worth noting that the

lengthy roster of Ninth Circuit judges has no shortage of losers. After all, it is this crowd
that has kept Belvin Perry Jr. on as its chief judge after he refused to resign upon being
exposed as & pathetic philanderer who had disgraced the judiciary, his wife and family --
the entire community -- by getting caught up with a female employee in a filthy 1998 sex
scandal. :
The various costs to the taxpayers to dispose of the matter included a lump-sum
payout of $65,000. So much for Belvin Perry Jr. and his sleazy pals within the Ninth
Judicial Circuit. Before becoming a judge, incidentally, Perry worked alongside Lawson
Lamar as an assistant state attorney. As a matter of fact, several of the Ninth Circuit
judges are former Lamar associates at the state attorney’s office.

On Mnﬂﬂuwmlmmomcddthatagmndjury panel now has been
persuaded to indict Guetzloe on two felony counts involving alleged perjury. Lamar
believes Guetzloe lied during sworn testimony given to the Florida Elections Commission.

Guetzoe is free under $10,000 bond pending action in these new cases. The 52-
year-old husband and father remains upbeat despite the ceaseless legal attacks and health

For decades Doug Guetzioe has fought many, many battles against greedy, lying
and conniving establishment wrongdoers. Thus far, he has managed to withstand them all
- mmmmmmmmlmmwo@mxw crime.

mmwmmmmmmmym Doug Guetzloe has -- with

advantage. If Lamar and his henchmen can make good on the cases they’ve brought
agaimﬁmtﬂmﬂmymyﬁkdyﬁﬂhavemcceededinshovinghhnom of the arena,
_ Even if Guetzioc wins Lamar still will have curried much favor with his




